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March 11, 2021 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.  
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has established a continuous, 
comprehensive, and cooperative framework for conducting area transportation planning and 
programming activities for the Cities of Brandon, Crooks, Harrisburg, Hartford, Sioux Falls, and 
Tea, and portions of Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties in southeastern South Dakota.  The Sioux 
Falls Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) includes the junction of Interstate 29 and Interstate 90 
and is a regional hub for transportation, health care, employment, retail, and services.  The Sioux 
Falls MPA has grown in population from just over 100,000 in 1990 to more than 200,000 
currently.  Along with this significant growth, has come continuously increasing demand on the 
transportation system.  To improve the transportation system for the increasing demand, the 
MPO has spent several years planning a new arterial street network in Minnehaha County 
connecting the cities of Brandon and Sioux Falls.  
 
We are writing you in support of a U.S. Department of Transportation Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant application.  The requested funds will 
allow for the engineering, environmental, and construction to complete a much needed 
improvement to the Maple Street / Park Street corridor, a vital arterial corridor connecting two 
growing communities, Sioux Falls and Brandon, SD.  The arterial roadway is a key east/west 
connection between Veterans Parkway in Sioux Falls, SD and Splitrock Boulevard (SD Highway 
11) in Brandon, SD.    
 
Awarding this project the BUILD grant would allow us to upgrade from a narrow and unsafe 
gravel road to a wider and much needed paved road with added safety features.  Ease of travel 
and safety for all will be improved.  Transportation modeling indicates that approximately 4000 
vehicles a day will utilize this route which currently exists as a low maintenance gravel road.  In  
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addition, the installation of a pedestrian path along this corridor will also improve safety and 
quality of life by providing residents with a designated place for recreation that currently does 
not exist.  This feature is important for commuters and recreationists alike fostering continued 
sustainability for both communities.  

This roadway is a gravel township road, designed to handle low traffic volumes with access to 
farms, fields, and low-density acreage developments.  Improvements to this roadway are needed 
in order to accommodate current and future demand and the regional transportation needs 
throughout the northeast quardrant of the Sioux Falls metropolitan area.  

On behalf of the Sioux Falls MPO, I thank the U.S. Department of Transportation for its 
continued efforts to generate economic development and improve access to reliable, safe, and 
affordable transportation. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Twedt, Chair  
Urbanized Development Commission
Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization


