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March 11, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has established a continuous, 
comprehensive, and cooperative framework for conducting area transportation planning and 
programming activities for the Cities of Brandon, Crooks, Harrisburg, Hartford, Sioux Falls, and 
Tea, and portions of Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties in southeastern South Dakota. The Sioux 
Falls Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) includes the junction of Interstate 29 and Interstate 90 
and is a regional hub for transportation, health care, employment, retail, and services. The Sioux 
Falls MPA has grown in population from just over 100,000 in 1990 to more than 200,000 
currently. Along with this significant growth, has come continuously increasing demand on the 
transportation system. To improve the transportation system for the increasing demand, the MPO 
has spent several years planning a new interchange at I-29 and 85th Street to provide access to the 
the City of Sioux Falls and City of  Tea growth areas. 

On behalf of the Sioux Falls MPO, I am writing to you in support of the South Dakota 
Department of Transportation’s (SDDOT) I-29 Exit 74 (85th Street) Interchange Project. The 
SDDOT’s FY2021 INFRA Grant Application will help to fund the construction of a new 
interchange in a business and residential growth triangle bounded by the cities of Sioux Falls, 
Tea and Harrisburg. This project is currently in the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range Transportation Plant (LRTP). 

This area in southeast South Dakota is the financial anchor and population hub of the state. The 
growth of the region and specifically the area surrounding the proposed interchange is growing at 
a rate comparable to the fastest growing cities in the country. The City of Sioux Falls continues 
to break annual records for building permits values and the area to be served by this interchange 
will allow further economic growth supported by new business, commercial, and residential 
development. 
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In addition to the economic growth the interchange would bring, the growth that has occurred is 
having critical safety and capacity issues to the infrastructure network. Existing interchanges that 
will benefit from the construction of the I-29/85th Street Interchange are currently operating at a 
Level of Service at or below acceptable thresholds and projections reveal the situation will only 
get worse. 

On behalf of the Sioux Falls MPO, I thank the U.S. Department of Transportation for its 
continued efforts to generate economic development and improve access to reliable, safe, and 
affordable transportation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carol Twedt, Chair  
Urbanized Development Commission 
Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

 

 
 


