
SOUTH EASTERN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

NOTICE OF REQUEST 
FOR 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
FOR 

THE SIOUX FALLS MPO 
 
South Eastern Council of Governments (SECOG) in conjunction with the Sioux Falls Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) is soliciting Statements of Interest from consulting firms to produce 
the Sioux Falls MPO 2045 Long-Range Transportation Plan.   
 
Important project details: 

 SECOG is the lead agency 
 Intended to begin in September 2019 and be completed by November 30, 2020 
 Federally funded through the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 

Administration 
 The budget is $300,000 

 
The Sioux Falls MPO, as the federally designated MPO for the Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning 
Area (MPA), is responsible for developing a long-range transportation plan (LRTP) for the MPA.  
The Sioux Falls MPO’s LRTP was last updated in 2015 and serves as the primary mechanism to 
allocate federal, state, and local transportation dollars to prioritize regionally significant 
transportation projects in a manner that best addresses regional growth, travel demand needs, 
transit needs, and preservation of the transportation system.     
 
In preparation for the development of the 2045 LRTP, the Sioux Falls MPO is in the process of 
completing a market research study to assess the needs and desires of users of the transportation 
system in the MPA.  The market research study includes stakeholder interviews, focus group 
meetings, and statistically valid surveys to obtain input on topics such as congestion, street and 
highway safety, bicycles, pedestrians, transit, freight, underrepresented populations, autonomous 
vehicles and other technology developments, and proposed construction projects.  This study will 
be complete by September 30, 2019.  In addition, the City of Sioux Falls maintains the MPO’s 
travel demand model with Cube Voyager software and will be completing an update of the model 
by the end of 2019.  The City will also be conducting the model runs for the LRTP. 



As shown in the following map, the MPA consists of five cities and a portion of two counties including the Cities of Brandon, Crooks, 
Harrisburg, Hartford, Sioux Falls and Tea; and Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties.  
   

 



The Sioux Falls MPO is a small MPO with a total population estimate of more than 200,000 and 
total land area of 321 square miles.  Additional data on population and land area is included in the 
tables below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This project is an update to the long-range vision for how the MPO’s surface transportation system 
will develop over the next 25 years.  The LRTP must meet the requirements of Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST ACT) and previous law that remains in effect 
after FAST ACT.  Working with Sioux Falls MPO staff, the Consultant will be required to provide 
planning services to develop a new 2045 LRTP that incorporates the following: 
 

 Be comprehensive (including all modes), cooperative (involving a broad array of 
stakeholders and other interested parties), and continuous (ever improving and evolving) 

 Address the ten planning factors outlined in FAST ACT 
 Consider the five federal initiatives: climate change/extreme weather, livability, 

sustainability, freight, and planning for operations 
 Consider the development of multiple scenarios  
 Develop performance measures, performance targets, and a performance-based approach 

to transportation decision making 
 Develop and implement an inclusive public involvement process consistent with the 

MPO’s public participation plan. 
 Long range and short range planning strategies 
 Review latest available estimates and assumptions for land use, population, travel, 

employment, congestion, and economic activity 
 Review projected transportation demand of persons and goods 



 Develop framework for project prioritization 
 Identification of existing and proposed transportation facilities including roads, transit, 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities, a n d  multimodal and intermodal facilities 
 Operational and management strategies to improve performance of the existing and 

proposed transportation facilities to relieve vehicular congestion and maximize safety 
 Assessment of capital investment and other strategies to preserve existing and projected 

future transportation infrastructure and multimodal capacity increases 
 List of all existing and proposed transportation facilities (including design concept, 

scope, descriptions, and source of funds) 
 General discussion of types of potential environmental mitigation activities at the 

corridor or regional level (i.e., policy/strategy level, not project specific) and potential 
areas to carry out activities developed in consultation with federal and state agencies 
responsible for wildlife, land management, and environmental regulation 

 Pedestrian walkway and bicycle facilities 
 Transit enhancement activities 
 Financial plan that demonstrates how the adopted transportation plan can be implemented 

and includes strategies for implementation of any new funding sources 
 Financial plan that contains system level estimates of costs and revenue sources 

reasonably expected to be available to operate and maintain the transportation system 
 Public  transit  operators  involvement  in  the  cooperative  development  of funding 

estimates for the financial plan 
 Recommendations on any additional financing strategies to fund projects and 

programs in the metropolitan transportation plan 
 All projects and strategies proposed for funding reflect “year of expenditure” dollars 
 Consultation with federal, state, and local agencies responsible for environmental 

protection, land use management, natural resource and historic preservation for the 
development of the metropolitan transportation plan 

 Comparison of conservation plans and maps with transportation plans 
 Comparison of natural or historic resources with transportation plans 
 A  safety element/section that  incorporates or  summarizes the  priorities, goals, 

countermeasures, or projects for the MPA contained in the South Dakota Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan required under 23 USC 148 as well as (as appropriate) emergency 
relief and disaster preparedness plans, strategies, and policies that support homeland 
security (as appropriate) and safeguard the personal security of all motorized and non-
motorized users 

 A security element/section 
 
 
The Consultant should plan to conduct a comprehensive review of the following, which are 
available on the MPO’s website at http://siouxfallsmpo.org/resources/2045-long-range-
transportation-plan/document-links unless otherwise noted: 
 

 2019 Market Research Study (September 30, 2019 completion date) 
 2040 Sioux Falls MPO Long-Range Transportation Plan 
 SDDOT Long-Range Transportation Plan 



 
 MPO travel demand model (Maintained by the City of Sioux Falls; Not posted on 
  the MPO’s website) 
 Comprehensive plans of MPO participants 
 SDDOT Strategic Highway Safety Plan  

 
This is a request for Statements of Interest only.  SECOG requires that the Consultant 
submit a copy of a current GSA Standard Form 330 as part of its statement of interest.  In 
addition, the Consultant must include information that describes the firm’s previous experience 
with similar projects, particularly long-range transportation plans, also known as regional 
transportation plans.  Preference will be given to consultant teams that can demonstrate 
experience in developing projects that are in compliance with federal law and regulations, 
specifically FAST ACT, and in developing performance measures.  Identification of the 
anticipated study team members, including description of specific team member experience with 
studies of this type, is requested.  Statements of Interest must be limited to 25 pages or less. 
 
SECOG will invite proposals from a short list of those responding to this Statement of Interest 
request that appear to be the most qualified. 
 
Questions regarding this Request for Statement of Interest should be emailed to Jim Feeney at 
jim@secog.org by 2:00 PM Central Daylight Time on June 21, 2019.  Answers to all questions 
received by all interested parties will be posted on the MPO’s website at 
http://siouxfallsmpo.org/resources/2045-long-range-transportation-plan/Q&A as received, with 
the final posting completed by 5:00 PM Central Daylight Time on June 21, 2019. 
 
Statements of Interest should be directed to Jim Feeney, South Eastern Council of Governments, 
500 N. Western Avenue, Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57104; and must be received no later than 
June 28, 2019, by 2:00 PM Central Daylight Time.  Documents not received by that time will 
be returned unopened.  Ten (10) hard copies and one electronic copy (Adobe PDF format 
preferred) of the Statement of Interest must be included in the submittal.   
 
South Eastern Council of Governments and Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization 
provide services without regard to race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age or disability, 
according to the provisions contained in SDCL §20-13, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and 
Executive Order  12898,  Federal  Actions  to  Address  Environmental  Justice  in  Minority  
Populations  and  Low-Income Populations, 1994. Any person who has questions concerning this 
policy or who believes he or she has been discriminated against should contact the Civil Rights 
Officer at 605-367-5390. 


